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“Then I said, | will not make mention of him, nor speak
any more in his name. But his word was in mine heart as
a burning fire shut up in my bones, and | was weary with

forbearing, and I could not stay

If you would like to support
our ministry, please get in
touch with us (our contact
information is at the end of
this newsletter)

Also, we are glad and blessed
to have a faithful
congregation that
volunteered to be our
overseeing congregation.
You can get in touch with
them, or send your
checks/letters at:

Gonzales Church of Christ
Attn. Go Ye Into All Missions
1225 South Purpera Ave.
Gonzales, LA 70737

+1(225) 644-5824.

gonzalescofc@eatel.net

http://gonzalescofc.com/

http://www.goveintoall.org

(Jeremiah 20:9).

If we could build a time machine and travel 20 years back and
ask a young Marlon Retana what his goals or challenges were, he
most likely would reply, “I am Ok, | finished high school last year
and | am enjoying a sabbatical year per an agreement with my
dad”. | was not worried about working, paying a mortgage,
having a family, or anything like that. | was just sleeping until
late and “enjoying” what | thought was a good life. Two years
later, | met the one what would become my wife. One year after,
| became the father of Jonathan. Thirteen years later, | was
quitting my well-paid job as Business Advisor at Dell, after 10
years and a half of service, in order to take a flight with my family
and spend the next three years at Memphis School of Preaching.
We left Panama with $200 in our pockets, and we almost came
back with the same amount of money. We have been dealing
with highs and lows, picking which bill to pay each month, but,
so far, we have survived. As of today, our income is not enough
to pay for our bills, and we keep seeking for supporters to help
us to cover our expenses and bills while we do our best to do the
work of the Lord. But, besides all of that, the biggest challenge
of my life is still yet to come, and | will gladly introduce you to it.

After seven months worshipping with the brethren at Vista
Hermosa, in Panama City, Panama, we met with the leadership
of the congregation to let them know that we cannot continue
“working” with them as we have been doing. As many of you
already know, | was hired as “evangelist” last February, but the
description of evangelist was different between both parts.
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They wanted someone who dedicates all his time to door-knocking, | was looking for pulpit preaching
and strengthen the brotherhood as well as reaching the community. Most of the instructors at the
Bible School of the Americas are not only members of the congregation, but also ministers. | was
scheduled to preach basically once every two months, except when someone was not able to do it and
| was glad to cover him. As the passage quoted at the top of this note, | have a burning fire in my heart
to preach (the same fire that made me take the decision to go to MSOP and prepare myself to preach,
teach, and serve). You know how much | love and respect brother Keith Mosher, and it is truly an honor
every time | hear someone telling me that he quoted me, “I came to the school to learn to preach but
| found out | must be a servant”. Dear brethren, that is exactly what we try to do here, to be servants
of the Lord and to put that thought in the mind of our brethren, so we, all together, serve God at the
best of our abilities. Getting back to recent events, we notified the congregation yesterday about our
decision, how we are getting back to our plans and projects, and motivated to plant a new
congregation near where we live, which was and is our main goal since before returning to Panama.
This, my dear brethren, is the biggest challenge of my life.

We have been studying every Thursday night at our home with a group around 10-15 people. Our
home is not big enough to host more than that. We have been seeking for properties or land, but
please, if you have the time, do a research online about those in our area, Arraijan, Panama. All those
are expensive (lowest might be $500 000 and are way far from the main roads or town). We found a
place that is for rent ($900/month) that really like because of its location and distribution (it is also
for sale but | do not have that price available yet). A second story can be built later on for
children/teenage classrooms, but in the meantime, it has a small basement that can be used for
children classes and fellowship hall. We need chairs, a table for the communion and preaching (I am
still looking where to buy a lectern), the communion and offering set, additional tables to help with
classes, a TV or projector, Spanish Paperless Hymnal - in order to avoid having songbooks that are
destroyed by children or taken by members and “forgot” to bring back, based on previous history -,
and money for utility bills and maintenance. | already work on next year agenda including morning and
afternoon sermons as well as topical studies during the week and men and ladies studies. We know we
will be able to work with our local brethren and guide them to be responsible to cover all of these
expenses in the future, but we need help to start, and that is, our biggest challenge right now. We
want to establish a sound, organized, and self-supported congregation in the coming years, but we
need your help. We want to have a place where we can hold Gospel Meetings, and why not, have some
of you as guest speakers, to bring some of your youth groups to come and help in campaigns, to
schedule Ladies Days and Conferences, to help the community to know that the church is here and
willing to help them, in a safe and easy-to-find place. The government is still in plans to start working
on bringing the Metro (subway) to our area and one of the terminals will be very close from us. Lots
of people will be able to see that a congregation of the Lord’s Church is close from their
arrival/departure stop in a near future. We know we can do it but we need you. Our plan is to start in
January 2019, but if the opportunity arises, earlier than that.

We know that we have that burning fire, but, most importantly, we know you have it too. We were
blessed to get to know most of you and the great work you do for the Lord, not only in America but
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around the world. We count on you. We love you and always pray for you. We pray often for this

opportunity and hope the place will be still available by the time we get able to raise the money. If you

cannot help us, just pray for us, we know our Lord will always keep opening doors for the work of His

church. May God bless you richly.

WHAT WE HAVE GBEEN DOI N

1.

During our last days with the brethren at Vista Hermosa, | finished my month on the teaching
of the 2" Missionary Journey of Paul as part of Men’s Bible Class. Jacky finished her classes
with 3-7 years old. | also provided the required info to them related with the management of
their social media and YouTube channel.

We keep doing studies at home every Thursday and the group keeps growing. Lord willing, a
good part of this group will be part of the congregation we will start soon. Please keep these
efforts in your prayers. We continue studying “The New You”, using as support material the
book by Robert Hatfield, and the brethren like this study very much.

Now that | am not recording any more videos from Vista Hermos, | am able to restart our other
projects, including the plan of doing some videos for “Truth for the World”. | have been studying
about how to work with podcasts and hope to start one soon, with recordings available for
Truth.FM.

Jacky started a study group to cover “Digging Deep” this year. The translation is going well and
a ladies group was created for Hispanic sisters and several sisters from different places signed
up to do the study. We keep praying for this work and the good results it can bring.

Jonathan finally finished 10th grade (after all the migration issues we had) and is currently
studying 11th. We started to talk about his plans after school and what would he like to study
and where.

| have been helping with recent events of MSOP and their presence in Social Media, such as
MOST program, Robert Taylor, Jr. “Seminar on Preaching”, and upcoming Missions seminar.

RECENT ARTI| EIRBMONSND S

A Bulletins for Iglesia de Cristo en Vista Hermosa (http://iglesiadecristopa.org) includes
some of my latest articles as well as their blog.

A A new category was added in our Spanish blog to help with “Digging Deep” study for
ladies. It is available at https://www.goyeintoall.org/blog_es/category/digging-deep

A Several articles by brethren such as Brad Harrub, Caleb Colley, Allen Webster, Westley

Hazel, and others have been translated and are available in our Spanish blog,
https://www.goyeintoall.ora/blog_es

A Aplaylist with previously preached sermons by this servant is available at
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLNjKzbrOv8E70nn2gn9RDSsT3pO6r68a2 and | am
also working in new content to be available soon.

A 1am sharing short Bible studies in our social media accounts, and currently working on
new accounts and website for the upcoming congregation. Lord willing, | will be able to
show those to you next month.
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PI CTURES

Breakfast at the church building Devotional at the home of a brother as part Preaching on “The Correct Attitude
in Vista Hermosa. of “Family in Christ” activity. toward Weaknesses”

Jacky and the ladies that are studying
“Digging Deep”.

CONTACT | NFORMATI ON

Phone Number s:

A Marlon’s cell phone: +507 6288-7718 - Jacky’s cell phone: +507 6278-6799.
A Home: +507 343-7116.
A Skype, WhatsApp, or Facebook Messenger works great for us.

Mai |l ing Address:
Still pending for the Post Office to get an available P.O. Box.

Emaainld Soci al Medi a.

Our website, http://www.goyeintoall.org

Social Media: @goyeintoall (Facebook and Instagram) / @goyeinto_ (Twitter).
Social Media (Spanish): @idportodo (Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook).

E-mails:

marlon_retana@hotmail.com / jacky haughton@hotmail.com / jrhaughton@live.com
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